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The worlds most successful mobile payment solution 
are QR Code based, delivering value added services to 
merchants and users, even in Europe!
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Klarna offers optical payment at POS including BNPL and now even 
dedicated bank accounts for its end consumers. 
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Paypal offers optical payments at POS including the acceptance device 
even in Germany (including an all-in-one mobile POS solution for small 
businesses.
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Sweden

Source: Arkwright Consulting

Europe has several domestic 
mobile payment champions! 
They dominate their markets 
and keep growing fast with 
active users and a dense 
merchant network. 
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Europe has several domestic 
QR code payment champions! 
They dominate their markets 
and keep growing fast with 
active users and a dense 
merchant network. 

…and more
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Sweden

Europeas domestic QR Code payment providers formed EMPSA 
(European Mobile Payment System Association) representing 15 
countries and 70 Million active users growing fast!
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Sweden

The analogy: Europe solved its mobile telephony use cases (voice, data, SMS) very well by establishing SIM roaming 
across the EU (and beyond). Technical, legal and commercial interoperability enable all of us to leverage domestic 
carriers and their networks to seamlessly use our mobile phone across Europe.
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Sweden

Technical
Interoperability

Legal
Interoperability

Commercial
Interoperability

Interoperability: We first set up a technical working group to establish standards around our QR Code formats 
as well as APIs to exchange payment messages. After completion of the technical work with two live POCs 
EMPSA is now focusing on the technical, legal and commercial framework for „go-live“.
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Sweden

QR Code specification: we established a 
common QR code standard yet will ensure 
that existing codes are being supported
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Sweden

API specifications: we 
established a common API 
to exchange messages …
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Live Test Transactions
January 28, 2022 

Das Bild kann 
nicht angezeigt 
werden.
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Leverage the fast 
growing QR code 

infrastructure

Users don‘t need 
to change their 

app / habits

Merchants don‘t 
need to change 

their acceptance

Leverage the 
diversity of 

Europe

Build on domestic 
champions Deliver on locally 

unique value add 
use cases

Don‘t force change in 
domestic solutions

Include merchants 
in the solution

EMPSAs guiding principles are geared to leverage the brands and domestic traction of Europes most successful mobile 
payment solutions. The goal is to span a dense optical payment network across Europe in an efficient, effective and 
pragmatic way. Time is of the essence and go live of first member corridors are imminent. 

Cost-Effective

Agile 
Development

Fast Go-To-
Market

Leverage 
momentum
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End
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